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Editorial

News from South Africa

WABCG Secretariat has just sent you the details of our
London event in November. The last time the WABCG
family met was in November 2019. Three years ago!
We wanted to celebrate this properly, so the WABCG
team has organised a dinner on Sunday 20th November. I am already looking forward to seeing you all
there!
Earlier in the day, courtesy of the British sugar beet
growers’ association, NFU-Sugar, a field visit will take
us to Norfolk, to see a
farm renowned for pioneering agricultural practices.
The next day, for our annual WABCG/ISO Consultation meeting, we will
once again focus on innovation.
An entire session will be
devoted to digital and
precision farming as a means to face climate change.
How can robots can help us? How can block chain
technology optimise our logistics? How can technology help us optimise field inputs? How can digitalisation make us more reactive? Experts from Australia,
Morocco, France and Germany will help us go further
in this global movement towards making society understand that regarding climate change, farmers are
not part of the problem – they are part of the solution!
For all these reasons, I hope you will all join us next
November in London!
David THOMPSON, President
WABCG

The 2022/23 season is progressing well in South Africa. In April 2022 the industry experienced an extreme weather event with some of the sugar industry
weather stations recording 514 mm in 30 hours
(North Coast, KZN). The floods have severely damaged farm infrastructure and fields and the damage
has been estimated at R223 million. At present, there
has been no assistance from government despite numerous submissions being made.
Apart from the flooding, the farming operations are
going well with the season
experiencing decent rainfall in most parts of the industry. The 2022/23 crop is
estimated at around 20.4
million tons of cane, of
which the crush estimate is
only 18.36 million tons. The
industry has started following a crush versus crop estimate approach in order to
understand the current lack
in milling capacity. At present it is estimated that 2
million tons of sugarcane will not be crushed in the
current season due to milling capacity constraints.
The milling capacity constraints have their origin in
the closure of 2 mills in the industry. The closure of
these mills has been driven by financial pressures of
the millers concerned. The mills that have been closed
are the Umzimkulu mill in Port Shepstone (KZN) and
the Darnall mill on the North Coast( KZN).
On the cane quality front, the Sucrose % in the cane is
lower than in the 2021/22 season at 13.29% and this
translated into a lower RV % cane (similar to ERC %)
at 11.72%. Reasons for the lower cane quality are being investigated at this stage.
The sugar market in SA has performed relatively well.
Sugar demand seems to be stable and demand for SA
sugar is strong. This is largely driven by the government’s masterplan, which essentially is a social compact between industry stakeholders to develop a new
future for the industry. The masterplan deals with a
number of pillars of which local procurement of sugar
is one. The strong performance of local sales is as a
result of the price restraint shown by the industry as
well as the commitment from government to protect
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the industry from imports and the aim of end users to
purchase 90% of their sugar from SA millers. The current situation is becoming tricky as input costs, especially on the agricultural front, have increased by far
more than inflation.
SA Canegrowers has been working hard with numerous stakeholders to drive the strategy of achieving a
profitable and sustainable cane growing sector. Some
of the work being done here are buy local campaigns
with large retailers, feasibility studies into Sustainable
Aviation Fuels and an investigation in a potential restructure of the industry. In addition, SA Canegrowers
has put a lot of focus on the small scale growers and
has assisted numerous growers in programmes of improved farming practices, diversification, training and
mentorship.
Thomas Funke, CEO
SA Canegrowers, South Africa

Flood damaged farms on the North Coast, KZN, April 2022.

News from Türkiye

(New official name of Turkey)

Before I write about sugar beet and sugar production
in our country, I would like to briefly give some notes
about PANKOBİRLİK and sugar beet growers cooperatives. The first beet growers cooperative in Turkey
was established in Adapazarı in 1951. In the following
18 years, 18 cooperatives were established in different locations of the country, and then 12 cooperatives
were also established between 1980-2000. Currently,
there are 31 beet growers cooperatives that continue
to provide services to their farmer partners.
After the law on cooperatives was enacted in Turkey
in 1969, to determine the general policies at the
macro level in line with the establishment purposes of
the beet growers cooperatives, to solve their administrative, financial and legal problems, to coordinate
and develop their activities, to supervise the beet cooperatives and their subsidiaries, to train staff and
partners, in order to provide wholesale supply of all
kinds of agricultural production inputs needed for the
development of agricultural production and to take
measures to develop and spread the idea of cooperatives, PANKOBİRLİK was established in 1972. This year
we have been celebrating our 50th anniversary and
according to latest data, we serve as a Union to
1,330,880 partners, who are members of 31 beet
growers cooperatives, with a total of 327 outlets located in 53 provinces.
On October 27, 2021, Konya Beet Growers Cooperative elected Ramazan ERKOYUNCU as the new chairman of the
cooperative.
On October
31,
2021,
PANKOBİRLİK
elected
its
new
chairman in the
general assembly and
Ramazan
ERKOYUNCU
assumed the chairmanship. Mr. ERKONCU is among
the beet representatives in the management of
WABCG.
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In Turkey, in the 2021/22 MY, sugar beet production
was realized on an area of 3,023,553 decares (302,355
ha) with 86,296 farmers, the amount of sugar beet
produced was 17,767,086 tons and the yield per decare was 5.8 tons.
In the 2022/23 MY, sugar beet was planted on an area
of 2,900,000 decares (290,000 ha) with approximately
77,000 farmers. The cultivation area level of the previous year has been approached. It is estimated that
sugar beet production will be 19,000,000 tons with
the expectation of a yield of about 6.5 tons per decare
(65 mt/ha) due to the favourable weather conditions
since the beet planting.
State-owned TÜRKŞEKER's beet purchase prices were
increased by 162% on TL basis compared to the previous year and announced as 1,100TL. Beet purchase
prices of private sector sugar factories were also increased at similar rates.
Turkey has an important position among the countries producing beet sugar, and ranks fifth in the world
after the USA, Russia, France and Germany, and ranks
fourth in the European Continent.
In the 2021/22 MY, 17.4 million tons of sugar beet was
processed and a total of 2,519,549 tons of sugar was
produced, of which 2,469,300 tons of A quota,
125,000 tons of B quota, 50,125 tons of C sugar. The
presence of polar sugar was also realized as 16.9%. In
the 2021/22MY, TÜRKŞEKER met 35% of sugar production. TÜRKŞEKER's production was followed by
Konya Şeker (cooperative) with 18% and Kayseri Şeker
(cooperative) with 17%. In addition to those cooperatives, Amasya Şeker (Cooperative) also met 2% of Turkey's sugar production.

the results of the study were shared with the sector
representatives at the project final meeting on May
30, 2022.
Sugar Industry Master Plan has been prepared in cooperation with the stakeholders in the sector, taking
into account water constraint, population growth,
raw material needs of the food sector and sugar production infrastructures. With the project, it is aimed
to manage the sector in an efficient, effective and productive manner, to protect the sustainability in the
sector and to meet the domestic sugar demand in the
medium and long term. Within the scope of the project, face-to-face interviews were held with 787 beet
producers. Workshops were held in 22 provinces with
the participation of all stakeholders.
As a final word, I wish a fruitful year for all stakeholders in the sugar beet and sugar cane sector within
WABCG.
Tolga DEMIRHAN, General Manager

In 2022/23 MY, the sugar beet purchases of the factories will start as of September. As a result of the beet
processing campaign, 2.6 million tons of white sugar
is expected to be produced.
The "Sugar Sector Master Plan Project" realized in cooperation with TÜBİTAK TÜSSİDE (Turkish Management Sciences Institute) and Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry Sugar Department was completed and

PANKOBİRLİK, TÜRKİYE

Konya Şeker's Çumra factory
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News from Europe (CIBE)

CIBE is an associated member of WABCG. It defends and represents the
interests of beet growers vis-à-vis European Institutions and international
organisations since 1927. CIBE is composed of national and regional associations from 18 European beet-producing countries.
These include growers from 15 EU countries (Austria, Belgium, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, Sweden) and growers
from 3 non-EU countries (United Kingdom, Switzerland and Turkey).

The EU sugar beet sector is not spared in this
2022/23 season: adverse climatic conditions, war
in the Ukraine, skyrocketing energy and fertilizer
prices and even possible shortages in gas and fertilizer supply. Once again, it is difficult for some sugar beet growers to
be worse off. The “good” news is
that infestation by pests and diseases was relatively limited, except
infestation by aphids and virus yellows, with strong impact on yields,
notably in regions and countries implementing a ban in the use of neonic-treated beet seed. Therefore,
the issue of neonic ban in treated
beet seed remains crucial and sugar beet growers
are still working hard, looking for alternatives.
The hot and extremely dry weather over the past
months in many EU countries has severe effects
on several arable crops, especially some cereals
and oilseeds. Sugar beet has not been immune. It
is the fourth season within the last five with extreme weather patterns and adverse climatic
conditions. However, due to the resilience of
sugar beet, differences are large, both nationally
and within regions. Globally, growth of the 2022
sugar beet crop has been slowed down by the
persistent drought, with big differences depending on soil type: sugar beet in light and sandy soils
were much more impacted. If the beet leaf did
not experience too much heat stress, the sugar
beet benefited from above average solar radiation; to date, sugar content is particularly high in
many countries. However, at this stage of the
crop’s vegetative period, this high sugar content
can decrease depending on possible rain ahead

of the harvest. All in all, it is particularly difficult
to estimate harvest figures in such conditions and
first data must be taken with caution.
Regarding the 2022/23 crop, CIBEs first estimates
indicates that total EU beet area decreased by
around 3% to around 1.5 M ha. In Switzerland,
2022/23 beet area is estimated at a low not seen
since 1994. According to CIBE statistics, the EU27+UK ultimately recorded an average sugar yield
of 11.75 t/ha in 2021/22, 16% above 2020/21 and
the highest since 2017/18 (but well
below the record of 12.42 t/ha in
2014/15). Despite high sugar content in many countries, CIBE first
estimate for 2022/23 gives an
EU27+UK average sugar yield
slightly below 2021/22. In several
regions, the beet processing season is expected to start earlier if the
moisture of the soils allows it. Rain
is desperately needed in many regions.
The EU market will experience its fifth consecutive season as a net importer and the tight supply
situation has allowed a rise in EU average market
prices. Given the indication as regards EU sugar
spot prices, which have more than doubled compared to one year ago, the EU market will be attractive to imports in 2022/23. However, the
price reporting by the EU Commission, which to
date is up to June 2022, does not yet reflect the
necessary rise in prices to cover the strong rise in
input costs and costs of production. Production
and especially energy costs are evolving critically.
Rocketing gas prices (over 1000% compared to
2021 on spot market) are pushing many sugar
beet factories to switch from gas to other energy
sources, such as oil and coal; but this process is
costly and not possible for all factories. The sugar
beet processing industry was recognised as a priority sector by the EU Commission this summer,
but this does not prevent risks of possible cuts in
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gas supply in some countries. The issue of energy
supply is crucial for the imminent beet processing
season. Any interruption of sugar beet factory
operations during the beet processing season
would be extremely detrimental. The surge in input prices for beet growers is also critical, with
fertilizer prices and availability being an issue for
next season for some growers. The European fertilizer industry is facing an unprecedented crisis
with soaring gas prices, which has led to curtailment or shutdown of the majority of European
fertilizer production. With the cost of natural gas
8 to10 times higher in Europe compared to the
US and even more compared to other fertilizer industry hubs, European producers are losing competitiveness on the domestic and global market.
Moreover, Europe is highly dependent on imports from Russia, Belarus and Ukraine for some
key fertilizers (phosphate, potash and urea). The
recent suspension by the EU of customs duties
(6.5%) & anti-dumping (€22-43/t from the US and
Trinidad & Tobago) on nitrogen fertilizers, which
was requested by EU farmers a long time ago, will
have very limited impact in this context. The
2023/24 season will be tough.
The evolution of average sugar yield in the EU and
especially of 5-year average remains a key indicator and a key concern for sugar beet growers facing the combined effects of climate change and
shrinking toolbox for crop protection. It is to be
recalled that the implementation of the EU rules
as regards the renewal of active substances used
in plant protection products (PPPs), makes it extremely difficult for those reaching their authorisation period deadline to be renewed. Within
around four years, sugar beet growers in Europe
have lost more than 25 active substances used for
the protection of their crop and this trend is continuing. It puts enormous pressure to growers as
the authorisation of new active substances
(mainly low-risk or biological ones) remains low.

In such a context, the Commission communicated its long-awaited proposal for a regulation
for the Sustainable Use of pesticides (PPPs) on
22 June 2022, launching an intense debate at
the Agri Council and European Parliament as
well as among stakeholders. CIBE is particularly
involved in this sensitive dossier. The main elements of this proposal consist of the following:
• At least 25% of utilised agricultural area (UAA)
under organic farming by 2030.
• Legally binding (at EU & national level) objectives to reduce by 50% the use and risk of chemical PPPs by 2030 compared to the average of
2015-2017.
• Member States (MS) can adjust reduction target(s) depending on the intensity of PPP use and
the reduction in PPP use achieved up to now (in
2015-2017 compared to 2011-2013) compared to
the respective EU averages (of use intensity and
progress in reduction):
o Better than average: no reduction target
lower than 35%;
o Worse than average: national reduction
target could be as high as 67.5, possibly 70%!
• MS must report to COM on implementation &
progress based on defined indicators;
• Ban of all PPPs in ‘sensitive areas’;
• Prospects of penalties and fees/charges;
• All farmers and other professional PPP users
must apply Integrated Pest Management (IPM);
• The definition of IPM is made more rigid and
stricter, farmers and other PPP users shall first
apply measures that do not require the use of
chemical PPP for the prevention or suppression
of harmful organisms before resorting to application of chemical PPPs (last resort application);
• These IPM measures include obligatory record
keeping by farmers and other professional users;
• MS must establish crop specific-rules = agronomic requirements based on IPM controls that
must be adhered to when growing or storing a
particular crop and which are designed to ensure
that chemical crop protection is only used after

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production.
www.wabcg.org

5

all other non-chemical methods have been exhausted and when a threshold for intervention is
reached.
It is also to be noted that the Commission has not
provided any complete and quantitative Impact
Assessment. However, it is clear that EU farmers
will be impacted negatively by expected yield reduction and crop failure, more stringent & detailed reporting requirements, additional costs
(administrative costs and independent advisers).
Furthermore, the proposal does not propose real
alternative tools, such as new genomic techniques, but only facilitation of the placing on the
market of biological PPPs, notably micro-organisms, but no concrete indication regarding the
availability, effectiveness (notably in open field
use) and/or affordability of such PPPs.
Finally, CIBE considers that the consistency of EU
standards to protect environment and health
with trade partners standards must be part of the
final proposal to be adopted after the legislative
process which is starting. It will come as no surprise if the bulk of CIBE’s work will be dedicated
to that dossier in the coming months.
Elisabeth Lacoste, Director

Published!

How is the value of products derived from
sugar beet and sugar cane shared between
growers and factories throughout the
world?
Click here!

Next meetings
WABCG/ISO Consultation
21 November
London, UK

CIBE, Europe

First harvest in Europe, early September (Normandie, France)
Picture: Grégoire Vereecke
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