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Editorial
It was a great pleasure to be all together in Brazil last
week. Once again, we had the feeling of being part of the
same family.
I was delighted to host you,
representatives of 21 countries,
in Ribeirão Preto. I would like to
warmly thank you for giving me
the opportunity to chair our
association, WABCG, for the
next 3 years.

News from WABCG: to be
retained from Ribeirão Preto
The WABCG Council met on 5th June 2019 in Ribeirao
Preto (Brazil).
During this meeting, at which they welcomed India
as a new associated member, the members of
WABCG unanimously elected a new Executive Board,
at which Eduardo Vasconcellos Romão, a Brazilian
cane grower, was elected President to lead the
World Association from 2019 to 2021.

The Final statement, which we
drew up together during our
meeting, is now my roadmap.
WABCG is here to strengthen the growers’ association,
committed to supporting independent growers and
helping them to have a fair value for their product,
through diversification, despite volatility, and in a
sustainable way. On these points, sharing ideas and
techniques is part of the solution. This is WABCG’s reason
for being, and I am proud to be part of it.
This will be done through dialogue, studies and meetings:
every year, in November, in London (please already note
the next date: Monday 25 November!), and during our
Spring council meetings to be held in Germany (2020),
Australia (2021), USA (2022) and Colombia (2023).
These meetings are precious.
Because WABCG’s main reason for being is simply to build
the family of growers, to make each one of us feel a part
of it. This was felt in Brazil last week, and it is really
important. I must say that during those three days I felt
what ‘fraternity’ means and how this word has the
power to strengthen every one of us.
I am proud to lead this structure until 2022, together with
my Vice-Presidents from all over the world: Jean-Pierre
(France), David (USA) and Paul (Australia), but also with
the renewed Board, and with all of you!
Thank you again!

Eduardo Romão, President WABCG

They concluded with the following final statement:
“The renewed Board is committed to pursuing the
work carried out by WABCG in order to:
 Underline the importance of recognized,
united, financially independent sugar
beet/cane growers’ associations, committed
to support independent growers in the sugar
supply chain, and allowing them to be heard
and respected, especially by the industry in
charge of processing the beet/cane that they
supply.
 Maintain that only a clear and fair sharing
of the value of the products derived from beet
and cane (sugar, bagasse and pulp, molasses
and even energy and electricity production)
between growers and factories is able to
ensure sustainable cohesion between
growers and factories. Even with low sugar
prices, growers will accept to share
losses…as long as they are convinced that
they will also share gains.
 Promote the diversification of outlets from
cane and beet processing. In addition to
sugar, ethanol, electricity or biogas
production, cane and beet have exceptional
diversification potential. Every effort must be
made to find new outlets for this production
to enhance added value throughout the
production chain. Initiatives linked to green

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production.
www.wabcg.org
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chemistry such as bioethanol, bioplastics and
biogas should be encouraged and supported
by the sector, industry and governments.
Help its members to find ways to fight the
effect of price volatility on growers. Growers
and processors must have the necessary tools
to prevent the economic risks. Amongst these
tools, futures could be useful, if used
correctly. Processors and growers should be
encouraged to use them, to protect
themselves against the impacts of volatility.
Recall the implication of growers towards
civil society, in favour of sustainability.
Climate change is a reality for farmers. By
increasing the uncertainty of yields, by
calling for new practices which often need
investment and know-how, by accentuating
price volatility, agriculture is one of the
sectors in the world most impacted by climate
change. Farmers know that they are the most
impacted but are also aware that they are the
ones who can act to mitigate the effects of
climate change. This can be achieved
through sufficient technical support,
designed by their growers’ associations, in
dialogue with governments, technical
institutes and civil society.

Executive Board for 2019-2022
President
Vice-Presidents

Cane
representatives
(& substitute)

Beet
representatives
(& substitute)

Eduardo Romão (Brazil)
Paul Schembri (Australia)
David Thompson (USA)
Jean-Pierre Dubray (France)
Martha Betancourt (Colombia)
Graeme Stainbank (South Africa)
Clovis Bony (Ivory Coast)
Carlos Blackaller (Mexico)
George Mlingwa (Tanzania)
Frighton Njolomole (Malawi)
Abdelhamid Chafai El Alaoui (Morocco)
Ulf Wegener (Germany)
Dirk de Lugt (Netherlands)
Markus Schoeberl (Austria)
Masamitsu Ito (Japan)
Recep Konuk (Turkey)

Regarding all these points, WABCG considers that
sharing ideas and techniques is part of the solution.
This emphasizes the importance of international
meetings for farmers; dialogue is indispensable to
take up challenges in a world where this virtue seems
to be disappearing.”

President Eduardo Romão and former President Jean-Pierre Dubray
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News from the Netherlands
The Netherlands is a
small country located
in the Northwestern
part of Europe. The
average sowing date
this year was April 6.
Ten days earlier than
in 2018, but 3 days
later than the long
term average.
April was relatively
warm, sunny and dry. May started relatively cold.
The growing development of the beets is so far a
little above average. The sowing season is
characterized by issues in the upcoming of the
plants. There is a lot of confusion and fear for insects
due to the abolishment of neonics. The damage
caused by insects is so far limited, but researchers
estimate that the ban on neonics can lead to 7%
damage to crops on average.
Until May 6, only 845 ha has been resown, mostly
caused by (regional) problems as wind, mice and
crust. Still we expect an average sugar yield of about
14.5 ton sugar/ha.
Last year was a very peculiar year. After a difficult
and wet start of the growing season and a late
sowing date, the high temperatures in spring led to a
growing point on June 10 after 55 days, one week
before the 5 year average. With “normal weather”
from then on, that would have implied a new yield
and revenue record. However, as of May we were
confronted with long term drought comparable to
the record year 1976. In contrast to 1976, the
drought remained throughout the fall, which caused
a lower growth of the crop during the campaign.
From a climate perspective, 2018 was extremely
warm, sunny and dry. In these extreme
circumstances one can only expect a deficit from the
long term average. Nevertheless the campaign
results show a yield of 13.2 ton white sugar per ha
and 76 ton of beet per ha. The average sugar content
is 17.4%, which is high and the tare percentage is
only 8.5%. Overall a less than average year for the
sugar beets with a very wide spread between the
regions.

Most arable farmers in our country grow sugar beet.
All sugar beet in the Netherlands are processed by
Royal Cosun, a cooperative of sugar beet growers.
Royal Cosun has about 9000 members, all beet
growers. Usually a farmer grows sugar beet every
four to six year. Other crops in the rotation are
potatoes, wheat, onions, barley and different
vegetables. The acreage planted with sugar beet this
year is less than last year: 80,700 ha.
We expect that the coming campaign will last from
the beginning of September to beginning of January.
This is considered a relatively short campaign due to
the lower contracted area of 80,700ha. Cosun has
two sugar mills, each with an average processing
capacity of more than 28,000 ton/day.

The topic of the ban on neonics in the EU is still on
the table in the Netherland. Cosun and the farmers
are evaluating the results and effects of the ban of
neonics. These products are used to protect the beet
plants against insects and against viruses that are
spread by aphids. The question is whether other
insect control measures cause more damage to the
environment. We expect that more crop protection
products will be banned in the coming years.

Maarten Boudesteijn, Secretary to the Board
Royal Cosun, The Netherlands
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News from Nicaragua
Before anything, we regret the loss of Manoel
Ortolam who was a great leader for Brazil’s sugar
cane producers as President of CANAOESTE.
We will like to congratulate the Board of Directors
for WABCG who will be in charge of directing the
efforts of WABCG for the next three years. To
Eduardo Romao we will like to wish him well in this
new role as President. Eduardo and WABCG can
count on APRICO to support the efforts of his tenure.
We will work together to defend the interest of sugar
cane and beet producers around the globe with the
goal find improvements in productivity and
profitability.
In the early days of May, Nicaragua completed the
harvest season 2018-2019 which began in early
November. This is a harvest
season which last 160 to 180
days. We have four sugar mills in
Nicaragua and an annual
production of 763,923 t of sugar
for 2018-2019. This production
came from an area of 76,596
Hectares with an average
production 92.5 t of cane per
hectare. After a very erratic
rainy season, Aprico’s producers was 91.0 t of cane
per hectare which is 8% lower than the previous
year. The sugar yield per metric ton of cane was 108
Kg/t being this 2% higher than the previous year.
A very important change in our contractual situation
which we commented in Rotterdam is that this was
the first season where private producers had control
of when and how much sugar to sell from the
proportion sold in contract 11. We as producers are
comfortable with our average price in contract 11
since our average sale price was 13.61 UScts/lb and
the average for closing day price for New York’s
contract 11 for the same period of June 2108 to May
2019 was 12.46 UScts/lb. Our average sale price was
1.15 UScts/lb better than the average of New York
contract 11.

the production of sugar by 10 Mt of sugar and
instead produced alcohol. Without this effort, world
producers of sugar would have been giving away
sugar and would have been turning in our properties
to banks. Thanks Brazil!
Another change in our contractual arrangement with
mills is that we negotiated an increase in the
participation of sugar and molasses from 54% to
54.5% in favor of the producers. This is a small
increment but we are also submerged in a
complicated socio-political situation. As a
consequence of this socio-political situation we have
been faced we an unusual lack of financing and when
available a much higher annual interest rate from
around 8.5% to about 14%.
Another hard blow suffered by all agro producers in
Nicaragua was tax reform which imposed a 15% to
24% sales tax on all agro-chemical products which
did not exist before in the history of our country.
The sugar industry in Nicaragua had better than
average productivity but with a much lower than
average price in 2018-2019. This together with some
setbacks due to tax reform and financing presents
new challenges for producers as we strive to find
better ways to become more efficient in all aspects
of our business.

Jose Antonio Mayorga Sirera, President
Asociación de Productores Privados de Caña de Azùcar de Occidente
(APRICO), Nicaragua

We are grateful and commend the efforts of the
Brazilian producers and sugar industry that reduced
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