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Editorial
For the moment, you are already 90 sugar cane or
sugar beet growers, from 26 countries on the 5
continents, to have confirmed that you will come to
the London meeting at the end of November.
This is the 29th time that we will
all meet in London with ISO to
discuss the ways to bring beet
and cane growing to its best, by
listening to each other and thus
by learning from each other.

Next meeting :
ISO/WABCG Consultation
26 November 2018
CCT Venues
40 Bank Street

London, UK

This is an immense satisfaction
for me, and I am sure also for
you, to realize, during these meetings, that we all
belong to a family.

A unique way to have news
of the state of cane and beet fields
all around the world,
directly from growers!

Few crops in the world have this chance to have such
a place to meet and to share ideas that come from
the entire world. This chance, we have built it
together, and we can be proud of it!

Including a session with traders:
Low sugar values and new equilibrium, a new
chapter to write?

A family is a gift, it is also something that we need to
build, every day, especially amongst adversities. And
over these past years we have had huge adversity:
you read, last month, in this paper, about the closure
of a factory in Chile, you will learn of one more in
Romania this month. The closure of a factory is, for
all of us, a tragedy, the sign that a failure occurred in
the relation between growers and factory. And the
growers’ associations concerned can count on the
entire family for our support.

Programme and registration documents
available upon request

Hopefully, the worst is behind us. When I look at the
market, I feel that optimism can be back again. And I
am looking forward to celebrating it with you, in
London, in few days!
Jean-Pierre Dubray, President WABCG
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News from Romania
Year 2018 started with big problems for sugar beet
growers in Romania. In January the Oradea sugar
factory was closed by Pfeifer & Langen and we
remained in the country with only 3 sugar factories.
This way we lost about 7,500
hectares of beet cultivated in
this very favorable area for
sugar beet cultivation, by
serious growers with over 100
years tradition. In this region it
will not be possible anymore to
cultivate the beet because the
nearest sugar factory is at over
240 km away and the
transportation costs would be huge. In the spring of
2018, approximately 4,000 ha were recovered by
increasing the areas cultivated by the other sugar
factories in the country.
The spring of this year was very drought especially in
April and May and the beet seed sown in April did not
rise because of the lack of soil moisture. The
germination occurred late and unevenly, on large
areas the beet emergence occurred only in June
when the rains began. The abundant rainfall in June
and July was followed by a new drought from
beginning of September until now, which will reduce
this year's estimated beet and sugar production by
about 15-20% in the country.

will continue in one of the factories all the way
through January.
A very sensitive issue for our beet growers will be the
real price of sugar beet that they will receive.
According to the already signed contracts, the price
received is directly related to the market price of
sugar, which is currently very low. This way the crop
becomes very unprofitable for the farmers because
at a price of less than € 400 per hectare, the
Romanian grower is not be able to cover the
production costs with the beet price that will be paid
to him by the factory.
If the sugar price does not increase during this period
and the factories will not be more flexible at the
negotiations for the new contracts, many farmers
will reduce beet cultivated areas and move towards
other more profitable crops like oilrape, sunflower,
corn, potatoes etc. This reduction of surfaces
cultivated with beet would jeopardize the future of
the beet sugar industry in a country that has of over
185 years of tradition in this field.

Ioan GHERMAN, President
Romanian Sugar Beet Growers Federation (FCSZR)

Lack of precipitation and high temperatures are the
main limiting factors of beet production in our
country. To overcome this major handicap it would
be necessary to irrigate the beet crops but this is a
difficult task because it requires large investments in
irrigation infrastructure and most of our farmers are
undercapitalized. The government initiated and
financed a national program for the restoration of
irrigation systems, which will be beneficial for the
beet growers too.
Due to the lack of soil moisture at this time beet
harvesting is very difficult and behind the schedules
but we estimate that will be finished by December
1st. Because of this situation the sugar processing
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NEWS FROM the UNITED KINGDOM
Clouds on the horizon for UK beet growers
In stark contrast to last year’s record yields and recordbreaking campaign length, the
2018/19 campaign is shaping up
to be a much smaller crop with
uneven root sizes making
harvesting difficult and the
impending knowledge that this
will be the last year growers have
access to neonics.
Growers made a tentative start
to harvest, but many were
reluctant to lift early in order to
salvage what yield they can from the crop. The four beet
factories, all operated by British Sugar, started up in late
September and early October, and are expected to be
receiving beet until early or mid February.
The thoughts of many, however, are already turning to the
perfect storm brewing for 2019.

Neonics
To make matters worse, the EU ban on
neonicotionoid seed treatments, the only protection
we have against virus yellows-carrying aphids, will take
effect for the 2019 beet crop. Despite our application for
an Emergency Authorisation, alongside British Sugar and
led by the excellent British Beet Research Organisation, all
avenues for growers to use neonics in 2019 have been
exhausted.
The UK sugar beet crop would have experienced seven
virus yellows epidemics of over 50% infection since 2000
without neonicotinoid seed treatments. Potential yield
losses can vary considerably, but trials have shown yield
losses of up to 47% per infected plant.

Contracting
In our negotiations with British Sugar, they were insistent
on a substantial cut to the beet price for 2019/20 given the
state of the sugar market. To salvage some value for
growers taking on the price pressure that British Sugar are
facing, we secured a greater share of reward on the upside
should prices rally, and the removal of crown tare on all
new contracts. This important gain means growers can
now contract at a transparent price that represents 100%
of every tonne of beet they deliver.

Nonetheless, the 2019 one-year contract price on offer of
£19.07/t at 16% sugar content (for the 44% of contracts
not fixed on existing multi-year prices) is amongst the
lowest beet prices in living memory. Outside of a
substantial sugar market rally, this will squeeze many
growers’ margins – should they choose to grow beet at all.

Beet infected with virus yellows

We are urging growers to take account of BBRO
information on the risks of growing without neonics
and to act accordingly.
Where next?
The combination of these alongside attractive prices
for alternatives like wheat, barley and oilseed rape,
mean that many growers are telling us they’ll cut
back on their sugar beet planting for 2019. We do not
believe British Sugar will get the planted area they
hope for in 2019, which would make 2019/20 a
difficult year for all. However, come next year when
we turn towards the 2020 crop, and as the market
continues its cycle, we hope for a more positive
outlook for growers.
Arthur Marshall, Commercial Analyst
NFU Sugar, United-Kingdom

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production.
www.wabcg.org
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