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Speculators are net-sellers of almost 9Mt of sugar at the

The loss of ecosystems and biodiversity, the rise in sea

end of the month, a new record. And sugar value lost

level caused by melting glaciers, the change in weather

7%... Add to this currency battles, and sugar value, in my

patterns such as El Niño and La Niña, hurricanes, soil

money (€), lost 10% this month.

degradation, erosion and the explosion of pests and
diseases; these are some of the consequences of

These two parameters – speculators and currencies –

anthropic activity, which for a long time has favoured

were the most important factor to follow the sugar

particular interests resulting from short-term economic

market this month. And hopes

analyses.

could now be found towards oil

These concerns and their possible solutions have been

value…

discussed in numerous fora
and are on the agenda of

Isn’t it ironic that what seems to

scientists and entities who,

impact our market the most, in

at the COP21 Conference in

the short term, are factors that

Paris, succeeded in making

the sugar sector cannot control?!

the world agree about the
importance of reducing and

This is why trust and transparency should guide the way

mitigating greenhouse gas

growers and sugar producers work together. For it is only

emissions.

together that we can go through a market which can lose
or gain 3.5 times its value.

We would like to share with
our colleagues from around the world the reasons why

At the current price level, and independently of both of

sugar cane, in addition to making life sweeter and

us, we are all losing money. If we don’t have

generating

transparency, knowing that sugar producers are also

considered as the plant on this planet with the

losing money is not enough to continue producing below

characteristics to be our best ally to mitigate and adapt

our costs of production! But if we know how the price of

to climate change. Let’s look at a few figures on the

our sugar beet/cane is fixed, according to the market, in

contribution of sugar cane at world level.

wealth

and

development,

has

been

a transparent way, then we may accept this for a while.
As
Because we know that we will share, fairly, all the gains.

the

plant

with

the

highest

photosynthetic

performance, it can capture 60 tonnes of CO2 per
hectare per year, transforming it into high quality

And we farmers know it: the sun shines again after the

carbohydrates and fibrous structures rich in cellulose and

rain!

hemicellulose. These are then converted into a raw
material for energy cogeneration processes.
Sugar cane is the plant with the highest biomass

Jean-Pierre Dubray, President WABCG

production per surface unit, producing up to 70 tonnes of
dry matter per hectare per year in the valley of the Cauca
River. 30% of this production represents harvest residue
(tops and leaves), which once returned to the soil
1

through biological decomposition processes improves

panela or piloncillo, particularly on small and medium-

the soil’s physical, chemical and biological structure.

sized farms. This generates employment for over 350,000

Various experiments by producers have been approved

families. Colombia is the country with the highest

and verified by CENICAÑA (Colombian sugar cane

consumption of panela per inhabitant.

research institute), which highlights the improvement in

So by capturing carbon in the soil’s organic matter, sugar

porosity indexes, apparent density and water-retention

cane allows the production system to adapt to the reality

capacity, in addition to the improvement in the soil’s

of climate change, making it more resilient, which means

fertility and productivity.

it can resist, recover its functioning and continue

Bagasse and harvest residue are also a raw material for

production after disruptions like severe drought.

multiple outlets: paper, conglomerates, animal feed,
fertilizers, medicine, second-generation alcohol, etc. It is

Cane is more than just

important to underline that in addition to sugar,

sugar:

bioethanol

above,

and

bioenergy,

cane

also

produces

as indicated
we

can

“It is a good time to
show the world the
other
side
of
agriculture, which not
only provides foods
through efficient use of
natural resources, but
can also provide clean
and renewable energies
to improve our quality
of life on this planet”

fundamental inputs for different industries: vinegar,

conclude that it is a

mineral citrates, plasticizers and citric acid, etc.

good time to become

generating added value and currency.

agents of change and

Ethyl, industrial and pharmaceutical alcohols are

show the world the

produced and the production of bioplastics has begun.

other

Factory waste (vinasse, cachaça, ashes) is used for soil

agriculture, which not

improvement as composted fertiliser, replacing some

only

synthetic fertilisers.

through efficient use of natural resources, but can also

The generosity of sugar cane is so vast that a large part of

provide clean and renewable energies to improve our

the nutrients taken up by the cane during the production

quality of life on this planet.

side
provides

of
foods

cycle are returned to the soil with the decomposition of
crop residue.

Whereas it is true that the processes of change are not

Once the grower has stabilised the soil’s production

easy and require investment in infrastructures, technical

capacity, he can use part of the harvest waste as a source

assistance and know-how, we must strengthen and

of energy from biomass. According to studies carried out
at world level, the calorific value of 1 tonne of biomass
from sugar cane is the energy equivalent of 1.2 barrels of
oil. Renewable electricity from biomass is revolutionizing
the world, taking into account that it will rapidly be able
to replace other sources like oil and hydroelectric power,
with the advantage of being non-polluting.
So-called weeds are today allies of the crop through their

“We must strengthen
exchanges
amongst
farmers to help along
the
road
towards
sustainable agriculture
and WABCG has a
fundamental role to
play in this process”

stimulate
of

exchanges

information

and

experiences amongst
farmers to help along
the

road

towards
sustainable

agriculture.
has

a

WABCG

fundamental

contribution as organic matter, nutrients and as hosts for

role to play in this process, consolidating the confidence

species enabling natural pest control.

of the growers, who by attending different events and
sharing publications have been able to learn first-hand of

In a country like Colombia, approximately 500,000

successes and discover new experiences to improve their

hectares are planted with sugar cane, of which 240,000

costs and productivity and be sustainable over time.

are dedicated to the production of sugar, ethanol and
cogeneration, providing jobs for almost 200,000 people.
The remaining 260,000 hectares are distributed across
the national geography and used for the production of

Martha Betancourt, Executive Director,
PROCAÑA (Productores y Proveedores de Caña de Azúcar), Colombia
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News from Austria
By the middle of January we finished our first campaign
in this new age without quotas and minimum prices for
the farmers. The campaign lasted 120 days, 15% below
the average duration. The reason for this was fewer
beets after an extreme drought especially in the main
beet growing area in the Eastern region.
Although the weather conditions were bad, we had a
yield of 70 tons of beets per hectare on average with a
sugar-content of about 17.7% and a corresponding sugar
yield of 12.4 tons per hectare.
The mood of beet the growers
was better in the past. The
reason is not only the adverse
beet growing conditions they
had last year but the negative
price prospects as a result of
expanding the sugar producing
capacity in Europe. Nearly all
sugar industries in Europe – except in Austria – expanded
their sugar production enormously regardless of the
demand from the market.

dropped dramatically to the lowest level ever. A similar
development can be seen at the world market. The beet

AGRANA. The dropped
sugar price will cause a
low beet price for the
newly harvested beets

organically.
For comparison in Austria in general more than 20% of
the agricultural area is cultivated organically with various
other crops.
Beet growers in Austria as well as in Europe are now
planning their beet area for the growing season 2018 in
their crop rotation. This is very tricky because they don´t
know the beet price for their last harvest. The final beet
price will be announced after some months of sugar
sales. By this time all the beets for the new campaign will
have

already

been

sown, so the farmer
will be unable to react
to this season.
However, to stabilize
the sugar price it is
necessary to produce
according

to

the

“To stabilize the sugar
price it is necessary to
produce according to
the demand of the
market. The higher the
desire of farmers to
produce cheap beets,
the cheaper the sugar
selling price will be”

demand of the market. Our aim as an association is to
balance again. The higher the desire of farmers to
produce cheap beets, the cheaper the sugar selling price
will be.

Markus Schöberl, Managing Director

price is now linked to
of the sugar-company

reason why only 3% of Austrian´s beet area is cultivated

take care of this in order to get the market back on a

As a consequence of overproduction, the sugar price has

the sugar-selling price

because weed and pest control is very difficult. That’s the

“The dropped sugar
price will cause a low
beet price for the
newly harvested beets
which will not cover
the production costs.”

which will not cover the production costs.
However, this is currently a significant problem in
agriculture in general.
Organic farming is the only exception in Austria on this
issue. Due to this fact some farmers have switched their

VÖR (Vereinigung Österreichischer Rübenbauernorganisationen),
Austria

Next meeting:

WABCG Council
23-26 April 2018
Rotterdam (The Netherlands)

farm to organic farming. They receive better prices for
their crops and some subsidies for organic farming. But
growing sugar beets organically is a big challenge
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News from Malawi
Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi (SUGAM)
petitioned the government of Malawi
to revoke the license it issued to an
investor to import into Malawi 20,000
metric tons of sugar. The petition was
presented through the Parliamentary
Committee on Agriculture on 10th
January 2018 after it transpired that
the government of Malawi had issued the sugar import
license and it happened at a time when there was no
shortage of sugar in the country.
Speaking during the presentation of the petition, the

The SUGAM Board members then appealed to the MPs
to do the following:
 Impress upon the Minister of Industry, Trade
and Tourism, using his powers to revoke the sugar import
permit with immediate effect.
 In future, should there be a need in the national
interest to import sugar, the ministry will engage
smallholder sugarcane growers before issuing any
licenses so that we are prepared for the impact of the
decision.
 Create a conductive business environment for
the smallholder sugarcane farmers to thrive through the
passing into law the Sugar Bill and enacting the Goods
Act.

SUGAM Chairman said “smallholder sugarcane growing
business in Malawi has been a huge impact on the
economy of the country. We contribute to the economy
of the country by paying taxes and in 2017 alone we
contributed K332 million ($451, 700.00) in Withholding
tax and K1.8 billion ($2.4 million) in VAT. Many
companies that provide management services to the
farmers pay corporation taxes in addition to the above.
Through our farming, we have provided employment to
those who work at various stages of the value chain.”

SUGAM Board Members pose with Members of
Parliament after presenting the petition

He further said the importation of sugar into Malawi will
create excess supply of the product and eventually have

The government of Malawi has since revoked the license

serious consequences among them:

and the Principle Secretary in the Ministry of Industry,



A reduction in our income by approximately K1.6

billion ($2.1 Million). This will impact on our ability to

Trade and Tourism had written to SUGAM about the
development.

support and provide for our families, sending children to
school, providing for their needs as well as supporting

This has created a new chapter in the sugar sector in

the extended families.

Malawi. The image of SUGAM within the sugar industry

 Affect our financial capability and means of

has taken a huge step forward all millers are ready to

repaying the commitments that we have with the banks.

work with the organization something that was not

If we are unable to repay and the banks decide to

there before. Issues of Division of Proceeds and Cane

enforce their security, most of our members will become

Supply Agreement will be tabled soon with the millers.

destitute.
 Reduce the contribution we make to the
government through taxes.

Frighton Njolomole, President

SUGAM (Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi), Malawi

 Reduce employment as we will cut back on the
number of people we need in the value chain.
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News from Morocco

Alongside its R&D strategy, FIMASUCRE has implemented

Research and Development is one of the main pillars
used to improve the productivity and profitability of
sugar crops in Morocco. The aim is to introduce and
develop new agricultural technologies to improve the
performance
sugar

of

importance of R&D, FIMASUCRE has implemented a
strategy aimed at improving the performance of sugar
beet and sugar cane. This strategy mainly targets:
Development of sugar beet and cane varieties:

trials on varieties and cuttings are conducted each year in
all production areas to introduce the most efficient
varieties and cuttings;
Fertilisation: fertilisation formulas adapted to

sugar beet and cane have been developed for each
production area;
Chemical weeding: evaluation of the efficiency
active

ingredients

in

herbicides

and

the

implementation of a chemical weeding strategy to
control weeds associated with sugar beet and cane;


Plant protection: monitoring the health status

of plots and using the best treatments against pests and
diseases affecting sugar crops;


Irrigation: choosing the best water-saving

irrigation techniques and implementation of a system to
control the irrigation of sugar crops;


up
crop
and

institutes

different problems raised by farmers. Aware of the

of

set

development

are

provided for the



Furthermore, the Moroccan Interprofessional Federation

research

to the Moroccan



cane research), Ercane….

sugar

solutions adapted



Agriculture, higher education universities, AIMCRA (sugar

has

R&D,

context

international organisations and institutes: the Ministry of

“FIMASUCRE”

crops.

Through

several partnership agreements with national and

Mechanisation: introduction and development

of machinery adapted to sugar crops such as precision
drills, harvesters, hoes, planting equipment…
FIMASUCRE has also implemented an integrated control
strategy against root rot disease of sugar beet caused by
the sclerotium rolfsii fungus. The characteristic of this
root rot is that it appears and spreads rapidly at the end
of the cycle and the fungus responsible can be preserved
in the soil in the form of dormant propagules for more

in

production
areas

to

strengthen the role of R&D. These institutes have all the
necessary means to carry out R&D programmes, in
particular irrigation equipment, weather stations…
The first research institute was set up on a 40-hectare
site and required investment of around 1 million Euros.
Another three institutes are under construction in other
regions. The aim of the Federation is to set up a research
institute in the five sugar crop production regions to
meet the specific needs of each region. The institute
located in the Gharb region, in operation since 2014, has
enabled the sector to address important problems.
Similarly, periodic visits are organized for the benefit of
farmers from the five regions. Recommendations relating
in particular to weeding, fertilization and irrigation are
disseminated and communicated to farmers.
Thus,

the

R&D

action

implemented

in

the

interprofessional framework has made a substantial
contribution

to

the

significant

improvement

in

performance in terms of sugar yield, increasing from 7
t/ha in 2006 to 12 t/ha in 2016. This performance has
enabled Morocco to cover over 50% of its sugar
requirements for the 2016 marketing year with record
white sugar production of 607,000 tonnes. Thanks to
R&D, FIMASUCRE and its partners aim to consolidate
these achievements and hope to further improve
performance and achieve a sugar yield of 17 t/ha by
2025.

From FIMASUCRE
(Moroccan Interprofessional Sugar Federation)

than 3 years.

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production.
www.wabcg.org
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