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Editorial
From growers to factories, the entire sugar industry
is used to suffering from external factors. We already
knew the impact of speculation, of currencies, of
energy prices… And we now discover the impact of a
human virus!
After weeks of sugar price recovery, thanks to
fundamentals, the last few days have shown a
reverse in trends. By weakening the entire world
economy, coronavirus Covid-19 impacts the price of
oil (at a 3-year low!) and weakens most of the
currencies of countries which produce or buy sugar.
Once again, this should
warn us to take into
consideration
the
importance of strong
relations within the sugar
trade. It is only by being
united,
growers and
factories, that we can face
the
new
challenges
impacting sugar volatility.
How to face price impacts,
how
to
diversify
production, how to adapt
supply and demand: the answers to these questions
should be looked at collectively.
And this also underlines the importance of public
support to face crisis. Public support is not, in
essence, synonymous with distortion of competition
– and many countries can prove this. More than
money, it is indeed often political courage that is
needed. Government support to ensure cohesion
within the trade, to provide tools to improve
diversification of outlets and income, should be thus
promoted all over the world!
With this in mind, I hope that once all of this is behind
us, fundamentals will come back into the world sugar
price value!
Eduardo Romão, President
WABCG

For the Colombian sugar cane producers, 2019 left a
“bittersweet” taste due to the deterioration of
international sugar prices, the increase in ethanol
imports and the
drop
in cane
tonnage
per
hectare (“TCH”),
which can be
partly explained
by the moderate
situation of the El
Niño phenomenon
(decrease
in
rainfall), during the first half of 2019 and the
incidence of pests and diseases affecting some areas.
Fortunately, sugar yields were fairly stable, especially
during the second semester.
Average monthly values of sugar cane tonnage/ha in 2019 stabilised
during the first few months and with them, the level of cutting :
Source CENICAÑA

The economic effects on the cane producers are
obvious: additional costs to control pests and
diseases, an increase in the price of inputs and the
impact of the devaluation of the Peso against the
Dollar, which in many cases prevented investment in
infrastructure and area adjustments.
In this difficult context, the ASOCAÑA-PROCAÑA
AGRI-INDUSTRY SOCIAL FUND was created,
demonstrating the talent, the vision of the future
and the commitment of producers, mills, unions, and
entities who are working tirelessly to bring this
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initiative, the first of its kind in our country, to a
successful conclusion.
The Social Fund was created to unite cane suppliers
and mills towards a single, main objective: to work
within a new social commitment for the sector, to
promote the social development of the communities
in the area of influence.
With the voluntary contributions collected during
this first stage, equivalent to 0.04% of total sugar and
ethanol sales, work began to recover tertiary paths
that will benefit communities and small farmers
located on the hillside areas and high mountains of
the municipalities surrounding the Sector. This
economic resource has been used to build publicprivate alliances linking departmental governments
and other production sectors.
The challenges of the coming year are considerable
and will test the resilience of both producers and
production systems, as the only way to improve
productivity and profitability of trade, making
rational use of natural resources and improving the
relationship with the surrounding communities.
According to CENICAÑA's forecasts, cane milling and
sugar production in 2020 could reach a level above
the average of recent years, thanks to the
development of new varieties, new technologies,
support of specific agriculture per site and integrated
work by millers, growers and unions, led by
CENICAÑA to implement sustainable practices.

In partnership with TECNICAÑA, ASOCAÑA
CENICAÑA AND FEDEPANELA, we are preparing the
leading event of the Cane sector CONEXION
INTERNACIONAL 2020, which will be held on 16 and
17 September 2020 at the Valle del Pacifico Event
Centre in the city of Cali, Colombia.
This event will include a high-level working agenda, a
commercial demonstration with the offer in terms of
goods, services, technology and a pavilion where
unions, millers, producers, research institutes and
other entities will present the framework, programs,
investment, advantages and opportunities that Cane
has been offering in economic, social and
environmental aspects for more than 100 years

We cordially invite all WABCG members to register
for our event and take part in the working agenda
and field trips. Details can be found on :
http://www.conexioninternacional2020.com/
We look forward to seeing you in Colombia!

Martha Betancourt, CEO
PROCAÑA (Asociación Colombiana de Productores y
Proveedores de Caña de Azúcar), Colombia

Forecasts: cane tonnage/ha will increase in 2020
Source: CENICAÑA
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News from Northern Germany
North German sugar beet growers look back on a less
successful sugar beet season. High temperatures in
February but cold conditions in March caused that
sugar beets were sown from mid of March to end of
April.
Very
dry
weather conditions
from May to mid of
September promised
bad yields in many
regions but heavy
rainfall in autumn
enabled in many cases
far better results than
expected. Therefore
2019 campaign closed
with average beet
yield of 71 tonnes per
hectare and a sugar content of 17.9 percent. But
there are again big differences in sugar yield among
regions depending on rainfall, irrigation and soil
quality.
Due to positive weather conditions and high rates of
beneficial insects (like ladybirds) the first year
without any neonicotinoid seed treatment on sugar
beet seed proved to be better than suspected.
Additionally administrative and comprehensive
monitoring and systematic spray applications of
insecticides provided sufficient results. We will see
how that will work in the years to come.
All over our country farmers are massive under
pressure by limitations on pesticides, new
restrictions for fertilizing and crop management as
well as political caused unfair trading practices.
Moreover the North German sugar sector also
suffered under low prices for sugar and beets.
Therefore an image campaign addresses politicians
and public as well how sugar beet cultivation may
help protecting the climate, maintain jobs in rural
areas and provide a sustainable supply of sugar,
animal feed and energy in different ways. Good
reasons for many farmers to participate in the
campaign by placing big banners on beet clamps,
fields and farm buildings. The initiative “Fair Play for
Domestic Sugar Beet (#We are sugar)” will also
continue this year.

Meanwhile the market situation for sugar and
ethanol in Germany, European Union and worldwide
began to move upwards. That gives us hope for
better grower income with the crop season in
advance. Soon the offer of beet contracts for 2021
will start and we are curious about it how beet
growers are facing the changing market situation.
Dr. Heinrich-Hubertus Helmke, General Secretary
Head Association of North German Sugar Beet Growers
(DNZ)

“Fair Play for Domestic Sugar Beet”
(# we are sugar)
From first week of December until end of campaign (mid/end of
January) sugar beet clamps in North Germany have to be
covered with “top tex fleece” against frost and rain. This is a
good advertising space to make unfair political conditions
within the sugar beet sector visible.

Next meetings
2-5 June in Munich (Germany)
23 November in London
(UK)
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News from Denmark
The growing season
started in the beginning
of April where the
entire beet in Denmark
was sown. The summer
was perfect for the
sugar beets; normal
rain fall and not too hot.
In the autumn the
weather turned more
unstable with a lot of
rain
and
no
sunshine/few
sun
hours.
The
rainy
weather has continued all winter and right now in
February we are breaking the record for the rainfall.
The lacking sun meant that the sugar content stayed
low and it influenced the sugar yield. Our campaign
started in the beginning of October where one of our
two factories processed the Danish production of
organic sugar beet from 450 ha. The yield from this
beet was record high with about 7 t of sugar per ha.
Nordic Sugar which is the Danish Sugar Company
want a larger area of organic beet and it seems that
they succeed in increasing the ha in 2020.
The yield in the conventional beet was also high.
Despite the low sugar content we obtained the
second highest yield in Denmark with about 13 t
sugar per ha.
The beet price has been the lowest in many years and
a part of the beet growers have found alternative
crops that yield better than sugar beets. The capacity
on our two factories has therefore not been utilized
optimally.
In our agreement about the delivery of the beet we
have fortunately obtained improvements that mean
that this year we could obtain the wanted volume for
mutual benefit. When you sign a contract in
Denmark the growers have the possibility to choose
between different types of contracts. A one-year
contract at a fixed price or variable price, or a 3-year
contract at a fixed price or a variable price. The
variable price is dependent on Nordic Sugar’s EBITresults. Not many growers have chosen a variable
price as the economy in the sugar companies has not
been very favorable over the last couple of years.

The European and the World-market prices luckily
show increased prices so as growers we hope to get
more money in our pockets in the future.
The largest challenges we experience right now is the
debate about our use of pesticides in all our crops.
There is a great political pressure nationally and from
the EU that means that we have to reduce the use
dramatically in the future. Right now we face losing
some of the most used pesticides in the sugar beet
growing. It will mean a negative yield and output in
our economy. I hope we can influence the
development so there is an understanding that we
have to use some pesticides in the modern farming.
With the news letter from Denmark which is my last
I want to thank all the beet and cane growers who
have also become my good friends and all the people
I have had the pleasure of meeting over the last 25
years where I have been part of the sugar family. I
wish you all the best in the future.
Jørn Dalby
Danske Sukkerroedyrkere (Danish Beet Growers), Denmark

Autonomous robot for seeding and cultivating beet - here
operating in a Danish organic beet field.

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production.
www.wabcg.org

4

